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Invitation to Participate in the China
International College Students' Innovation
Competition (CICSIC) 2026
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The China International College Students' Innovation
Competition (CICSIC) is dedicated to promoting international
exchange and collaboration in innovation and entrepreneurship. As a
global platform for college students to showcase their innovation
practices, CICSIC has become one of the largest innovation
competitions worldwide. From 2017 to 2025, CICSIC welcomed
over 50,000 international projects and 180,000 students from 157
countries and regions. This year, we are thrilled to host the CICSIC
2026 Grand Final in Nanjing, China. We sincerely invite outstanding
young minds from across the globe to participate and join us in
realizing your innovative dreams and creating a brighter future
together.
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I. Entry Requirements
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1. Projects should closely address societal needs, foster new
products, new business formats and new models, contribute to the
transformation and upgrading of manufacturing, agriculture, health,
energy, environmental protection, strategic emerging industries and
other sectors, and promote the deep integration of digital
technologies with education, healthcare, transportation, finance,
consumption and daily life, cultural communication and other fields.
For specific project categories, please consult the inviting Chinese
institution or the Competition's international co-organizing partner.

2. 2R EHMNILHEREE, HEXE. BE. 6%, T/
AEMEREEEANANE. TEH Y R RHALNE., TH%
AL FIRELFAFW 6 E AR FEAREIN; wHDRE
AN RE, REEBMBETH, —EZIZBUE S K
B, R KI, HER—TERERIE,

2. Projects must promote positive values, and be authentic,
healthy and lawful, and must not contain any content that violates
laws or regulations. All inventions, patented technologies and
resources involved in a project must be supported by clear and
lawful intellectual property or property rights. In the event of
plagiarism or misappropriation of others' work, or submission of

false materials, the entrant will be immediately disqualified and



stripped of any awards once discovered, and shall bear all legal

liability.
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3. Projects must select the appropriate category for registration.
The team must complete and submit all relevant project materials
truthfully through the registration system within the specified
deadline. Each student may participate in at most 1 project per track.
Projects that have won awards at previous CICSIC Grand Finals are
not eligible for this year's Competition.
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4. Participants must be under 35 years of age (born on or after
March 1, 1991).
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I1. How to Participate

AT AR ESE. nFBERAN, & MEHIH
BAADTF 2N, £%2F 156 A (BERAFTA) , BTAKRH
IR A TE B SE PR AZ S BB



The Competition only accepts team entries. Cross-institution
teams are permitted. Each team must have no fewer than 2 and no
more than 15 members (including the team leader), and all members
must be core contributors to the project.
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All team members must be currently enrolled students holding
student status at a non-Chinese institution of higher education, or
graduates of such an institution within the past five years (i.e.,
graduates after 2021, the same hereinafter). The applicant must be
the team leader, and the institution represented by the team shall be
determined by the team Ileader's student status or academic
qualification at a non-Chinese institution; the institution represented
shall be unique. A "non-Chinese institution" refers to a university or
junior college located outside the People's Republic of China that

has independent qualifications to operate and can independently
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award foreign academic qualifications or degrees. Holding student
status at a non-Chinese institution means having registered at such
an institution and being eligible to be awarded an academic
qualification or degree by it.
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Based on the academic stage of the applicant, projects are
divided into the Undergraduate Group and the Postgraduate Group.
Based on the project's stage of development, both the Undergraduate
Group and the Postgraduate Group comprise the Idea Stage and the
Startup Stage. All recommending institutions are requested to guide
their projects in selecting the correct entry type. The specific entry
requirements are as follows:
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1. Idea Stage. Projects should demonstrate strong creativity and
a well-developed product prototype or service model, and must not
have completed any business registration (including industrial and
commercial registration) before July 23, 2026. The applicant must
be the project leader, and both the project leader and all team
members must be currently enrolled undergraduate or associate
degree students.
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2. Startup Stage. Projects must have completed all necessary
business registrations (including industrial and commercial
registration) before July 23, 2026. The applicant must be the project
leader and the legal representative of the participating company, and
must be either a currently enrolled undergraduate or associate degree
student, or a student who graduated from an undergraduate or
associate degree program within the past five years.
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(ii) Postgraduate
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1. Idea Stage. Projects should demonstrate strong creativity and
a well-developed product prototype or service model, and must not
have completed any business registration (including industrial and
commercial registration) before July 23, 2026. The applicant must
be the team leader and must be a currently enrolled postgraduate
student. Team members must be currently enrolled postgraduate,
undergraduate or associate degree students.
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2. Startup Stage. Projects must have completed all necessary
business registrations (including industrial and commercial
registration) before July 23, 2026. The applicant must be the project
leader and the legal representative of the participating company, and
must be either a currently enrolled postgraduate student or a
postgraduate degree holder who graduated within the past five years.
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II. Competition Rules
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International entries will participate in the Higher Education
Main Track of this year's Competition, and will be evaluated
together with entries from the Chinese mainland and from the Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan regions of China in the same track, but
ranked separately. The Competition comprises three stages —
Eligibility Review, Online Evaluation and On-site Competition —
and shall be uniformly organized by the Organizing Committee.
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1. Eligibility Review (September 1625, 2026). The Organizing
Committee will review all submitted materials from international
participants to ensure completeness and adherence to eligibility
requirements.
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2. Online Evaluation (September 26 — October 25, 2026).

Projects that pass the Eligibility Review will undergo multiple
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rounds of online evaluation, of which the final round is the Grand
Final evaluation.
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3. On-site Competition (November 2026). Projects selected in
the Grand Final evaluation will participate in the on-site competition
of the Grand Final. If on-site participation is not possible, the
defense and evaluation of the Grand Final will be conducted by way
of online roadshow.

. RILgE

IV. Awards
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International projects will compete for 60 Gold Awards, 120
Silver Awards and 420 Bronze Awards.
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V. Registration
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l.International projects should register and submit entry
materials on the official website of the Promotion Association for
Global Youth Innovation Leaders Community (PILC)
(https://www.pilcchina.org). Registration closes at 24:00 on
September 15, 2026 (China Standard Time, UTCHS).
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2. Projects must submit a business plan in PPT format, and may
choose at their own discretion whether to provide a business plan in
Word format or a 1-minute video as supplementary materials. For
the convenience of evaluation, please convert the business plan into
PDF format before uploading.
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3. For the convenience of eligibility review, all team members
must submit proof of student status or educational qualification, or
proof of shareholding, before the registration deadline. Teams with
mentors must also provide their mentor's information in the

registration system.
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4. All entry materials and on-site presentations shall, in
principle, be in Chinese or English. If another language is required,
please contact the Organizing Committee.
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VI. Judging Rules and Criteria
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For the Competition's judging rules and further information,
please visit the National College Student Entrepreneurship Service
Network (https://cy.ncss.cn) or the official website of the Promotion
Association for Global Youth Innovation Leaders Community (PILC)
(https://www.pilcchina.org).
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VII. Contact Information

AN EW

FHNE: 15298975299

B, FHE4H: billey@hainanu.edu.cn

Contact Person: Cao Yang

Mobile Phone Number: +86-15298975299.
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Email: billcy@hainanu.edu.cn

PRy 1 -
Annexes:1.China International College Students' Innovation Competition
(CICSIC) 2026 Registration Guide for International Projects of
Higher Education Main Track
2.China International College Students' Innovation Competition

(CICSIC) 2026 Evaluation Criteria
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Hainan University

September 1, 2026
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